Training day for Bastard Squad 


Twelve people were arrested at an all-ages 
punkshow at Underground Arts, featuring 
Ritalin from Dunedin, on Friday 6 December. 
After an unidentified person was found to be 
damaging a car parked outside a panelbeat- 
er’s yard, six police vehicles, a paddy wagon 
and about 12 police arrived. 

Children, adults and a concert organiser 
were arrested. A man taking a video of the 
event was also apprehended. Concert-goers 
were pushed to the end of the street, which 
nearly ensued in a riot. Charges ranged from 
breach of the peace to assault. Several arrests 
were for behaviour (e.g. swearing) which 
was provoked by the police, who concen¬ 
trated their attentions on those with punk 
regalia and hairstyles (it is now a crime to be 
in possession of a mohawk). Nine of those 
arrested were processed and released without 
charge. The other three appeared in court on 
13 December. Two were offered diversion 
while the third person was remanded in 
custody. Witnesses plan to complain and use 
video footage to claim the police did not use 
reasonable conflict resolution. Bl@ir 


Transit commits more vandalism 


Transit NZ, the company which specialises 
in replacing the natural environment and 
human communities with roads, has admit¬ 
ted destroying the Buller Street community 
garden which was planted by 25 volunteers 
on Sunday 1 December (see last W((i))ndy ). 

The garden lived for just two or three days 
before Transit’s ugly squad tore out most of 
the plants to make room for car parking 
spaces. Later their PR person/spin doctor, 
Heidi Brook, claimed this was merely a 
‘cleaning up’ operation ‘as part of on-going 
maintenance’. On the day the garden was 
established Brian Hasell, regional head of 
Transit, was heard on the radio saying that 
Transit were ‘not against trees’. However, 
actions speaklouder than words and have 
shown his statement to be bollocks. 

Let’s hope the Environment Court, current¬ 
ly considering the CBC case against the Te 
Aro ‘bypass’, lives up to its remit and takes 
note of this egregious act of vandalism. 

If you are sufficiently disgusted by Transit’s 
actions, ring Brian Hasell (Transit 04 801 
2580, or at home, 385 7775). KS 


Begging for Business 


Brenda Ghastly, sometimes known as Mayor 
Prendergast, wants to woo back big business 
to the capital and offers lower rate bills if 
firms return. Fat chance! Big business has 

migrated to Auckland because the centre of 
economic power is there . the foreign and 
local companies that run the country. The 

government used to have a say in what 
happens in NZ . now it's the handmaiden of 

foreign capital, massaging it to make sure it 
comes again. No need for business to worry 

about the government or to be where govern¬ 
ment resides. They've gone, Brenda, and 
Wellington is a relative economic backwater. 
Her lure of cheaper rates cannot work. 

Over a ten year period rates for business in 
Wellington are being reduced and rates for 
residents increased. But rates are nothing 
in the turnover of big companies. They pass 
them on without difficulty to customers. 

In contrast, as Brenda raises residents' rates 


she cuts the spending power of citizens (who 
cannot pass them on to somebody else) and 
puts local retailers under more pressure. 
Maybe retailers will soon leave too. 

In some cases ignorance may be bliss — in 
Brenda’s it’s plain unadorned Tory stupidity 

Jim Delahunty 

W((i))ndy prints your voice so speakup! 
Send articles, opinions, or questions to: 

wellington@indymedia.org 

To receive W((i))ndy volumes (12 issues) 
send a suggested donation of $10 (or 
more. ..cheques canbe made outto 
Windy) to W((i))ndy P.O. Box 6387, 
Wellington 

Windy meets on Wednesdays, 7-8:3opm, 
Peace & Environment centre, 126 Vivian St, 
All are welcome!! 

W((i))ndy is printed on recycledpaper 
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Santa and the Meatheads 



Wellington animal rights acti¬ 
vists disrupted a meat whole¬ 
saler in an anti-factory farm¬ 
ing protest on Sunday 15 
December. 

They invaded 
A.E. Preston 
meat merchants 
in Hopper St, 

Wellington. 

Stickers were 
stuck on meat 
products, shelv¬ 
ing and butchers’ ;|R 
trucks, and 

vegetarian slogans were 
chalked on the ground out¬ 
side. One activist dressed as 
Santa Claus used bike locks to 
chain himself to the entrance 
way. Protestors gathered 
outside with banners saying 
‘Stop the slaughter - go veg¬ 
etarian’ and used drums, 
megaphones and a siren. 

The owner arrived, started 
pushing people around and 
had to be restrained by the 
police. The cops grabbed him 
by the arms and dragged him 
away from the demonstrators, 
but unfortunately he was not 
charged. After an hour the 
cops found some huge bolt- 
cutters and cut Santa Claus off 



the shop entrance. Santa was re¬ 
leased without charge!!! 

Wellington Animal Action is urging 
people to go vegetarian this Christ¬ 
mas. Spokesperson 
Sophie McLeod says 
‘Christmas is supposed 
to be the season of 
goodwill, yet hundreds 
of thousands of animals 
will be killed for Christ¬ 
mas dinners. These 
Hanimals have had short 
miserable lives in 
factory farms. Most of 
the pigs that died for your Christ¬ 
mas ham spent their whole lives in 
factory farms and never saw the sun 
or felt grass under their feet. Mil¬ 
lions of chickens and turkeys live in 
overcrowded sheds and are killed 
when they are only a few weeks old.’ 

‘We don’t need to eat meat. Ani¬ 
mals should not have to suffer and 
die for our Christmas dinner or any 
other dinner. If you care about 
animal cruelty, go vegetarian - or 
better still, go vegan.’ Mark 
Contact: Wellington Animal Action 
on 021 132 3330 or 04 385 6728. 

Windymedia will meet again on 
8 January 2003, at the Peace & 
Environment Centre, 126 Vivian 
St. The next issue oiW((i))ndy 
will be out on 22 January. 


Coming Activities : 


Jan 16,2003:12th anniversary of the start of the Gulf War - all day peace 
vigil at the US embassy, from 7.30am to 7.30pm. 

Every Saturday, Behind the News’ Wgtn Access Radio (783 AM),12.30pm. 
Every Sunday, ‘Peace Report’, Wgtn Access Radio (783 AM), 11.45am. 














Transit wastes another year | Not in our name: Anti-War Rally M 


New occupation at Ngawha 


It is twelve months since tenants in Tonks 
Avenue, Kensington Street and Upper 
Cuba Street were given notice to quit their 
tenancies. Some stayed on, others were 
reluctantly granted month-to-month 
leases by Transit or the city council, but 
most of the historic buildings have been 
vacant since February and subject to theft 
and vandalism, on top of continuing owner 
(Transit and council) neglect. The year 
ends, as it began, with no work started on 
theTe Aro ‘bypass’ roading project. 

The latest delay is in the Environment 
Court, where the lobby group Campaign 
for a Better City (CBC) is challenging the 
Historic Places Trust decision to allow 
removal and destruction of historic 
buildings on the route of the proposed road. 
The case ran for two weeks (7-18 October) 
but more time is required to complete it. The 
case will resume some time in February 
2003. After that, a decision could be immed¬ 
iate or could take two to three months. If the 
decision is in favour of the ‘bypass’ going 
ahead, work could start in late February or 
March after Transit is granted funding. 

The trial of the ‘Tonks Avenue Four’, who 
were arrested while occupying Stagecraft on 
2 May 2002 and charged with trespass, was 
scheduled for 10 October but has been delay¬ 
ed because of lack of a suitable judge to try 
the case on that date. It has been set down for 
20 February 2003. 

K A Simpson 


LOTR Reminder 


CBC have organised a charity showing of 
Lord of the Rings Part 2, The Two Towers , 
at the Embassy cinema on 23 December at 
8.55 pm. You are invited to come along 
dressed as your favourite LOTR character. 
Tickets are $15 and are available from Aro 
Valley video store, Olive Cafe and Starfish, 
or an order form can be downloaded from 
www.cbc.org.nz and posted to them with a 
cheque. 


Approximately 600- 
1000 people came 
out onto the streets of 
Wellington on Satur¬ 
day 14 Decemberto 
present their opposi¬ 
tion to Bush’s fraud¬ 
ulent war against 
Iraq. This war will be 
for nothing other 
than the right to 
dominate the world’s 
largest resource of oil 
for American corp¬ 
orate consumption. 
The presented guises 
of humanitarian 
rationale, or hunting out weapons of mass 
destruction are a smokescreen, quickly 
dispersed by Bush and Cheney’s hot air. Like¬ 
wise the offers of trade deals with the US for 
New Zealand businesses. This compliance 
equals blood spilt for oil for some, cash 
payoffs for others. 

The Parade for Peace gathered at Glovers 
Park at midday, banners were distributed 
and armbands handed out while Uncle Sam 
paraded around on stilts. The parade made 
its way down Cuba St to the tunes of the 
Brass Razoo Band, snaking up Manners Mall 
and Willis St to settle at Midland Park. A 
long colourful procession received much 
attention from onlookers. 

Several speeches were heard at Midland 
Park, in front ofthe building where Mobil Oil 
is housed. Speeches were presented by Jill 
Ovens (Alliance), Don Carsons (Wellington 
Palestine Group), Sue Kedgley (Greens), and 
Margaret Mayman from St Andrews on the 
Terrace. Mayman said it was great to see so 
many people who think peace is more imp¬ 
ortant than shopping. In between the speech¬ 
es, the poet Armar Gabar recited. An open 
mike followed the speeches. There was a call¬ 
out for an Emergency Response Vigil at the 
Cenotaph to be held on the first day of any 
attacks, from 5 pm. KMonaghan 


The noho (protest site) is set up on large 
grassy areas on both sides of a $6 million 
highway-sized road that the Corrections 
Department constructed for transporting 
heavy earth moving machinery into the 
proposed site, which is some distance from the 
main highway, SH12. They have been 
ripping apart the precious, health-giving 
thermal springs, abode of Takauere the 
taniwha, for most of this year, in an attempt 
to make a building platform for the jail. 

No Corrections Dept or construction vehicles 
have gone through here for one week now. 
There are two other access roads, so work on 
the site has not yet ceased. An appeal against 
the High Court decision, which again okayed 
construction despite the evidence presented, 
has been turned down. The government’s 
dirty workhas continued throughout. This is 
justice system work, after all. 

Concentrations of mercury, disturbed by 
excavation, running off the desecrated land 
into a stream that flows into a river provid¬ 
ing drinking water for the towns of Paihia 
and Waitangi, surpassed the officially 
deemed ‘safe’ levels back in June. Machine 
operators have been exposed to full-in-the- 
face spurts of mercury-rich water and many 
have left the job ill. An ancient rahui, or ban, 
on this wahi tapu (sacred site) is seen to be 
taking effect. At least one truck and a large 
earthmover have fallen into the enormous 
hole created at such risk. A D2 machine, 
which could not be dragged out, was buried 
intact in the hole. 

Back in May, 10 days before 37 people, in¬ 
cluding seven kaumatua, were arrested on 4 
June during the first occupation of this 
campaign, a pou whenua was placed with 
due ceremony on a maunga (hill) overlook¬ 
ing the supposed prison site. Two-thirds of 
that maunga have nowbeen dumped into 
Corrections’ obscene excavation. The ‘tres¬ 
pass’ charges against the 37 for standing on 
their own land were advisedly discarded, 
after a change of Corrections Minister follow¬ 
ing this year’s general election, from Matt 


Robson to Mark Gosche. Massive court costs 
from attempted legal defence of this Ngapuhi 
whenua, of around $50,000, have not been 
cancelled. 

Granting of the ‘dedicated protest sites’, now 
occupied on both sides of the Corrections’ 
road, was negotiated successfully at the hui 
at Waitangi from which the trespass charges 
were dropped. Agreement for restoring the 
pou whenua to its place, at the same hui, 
means a ceremony will be planned to do so at 
a later date. 

Actual construction, said in June to be due 
to start in November, is now forecast for 
February (?). 

This jail at Ngawha is supposed to be the 
first of four new prisons flowing off the 
National/Coalition/Labour Governments’ 
drawing board. All are planned to include 
purpose-built youth jails. How kind to want 
to lock the young people up properly. In this 
country, which incarcerates more (and 
mostly Maori) per head of population than 
any other OECD nation except the USA, these 
new jails would increase imprisonment 
capacity exponentially. 

This is a marae for the future. For our 
future: tangata whenua Maori,realising 
justice long-denied, Pakeha, Tauiwi, realis¬ 
ing what we’ve been missing. For application 
of tikanga Maori in mana motuhake, for good 
health, good food, plenty of work with no 
exploitation, plenty of play and plenty of fun, 
boundless education, awhi (caring), inven¬ 
tive tamariki, unceasing creativity of art 
and organisation, generosity of spirit, ongo¬ 
ing discussion, disagreement, resolving of 
disagreements into enthusiastic action, 
warmth of welcome, tautoko, aroha. 

Don’t miss it. This is what can be when 
oppression is dealt to and humanity gets a 
chance. No more jails, I say. STOP desecra¬ 
tion of wahi tapu and our taniwha. 

(This article has been abridged) 

RoseH 

(supporter, Te Whanau o Ngawha) 

















